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CHAPTER L
thi IU HII A WAtafXI BiaTBUT,

A toavelkr paueed ou the oat-kirta wf f. pielamfat
~_aage to eorvey ite romante Burroundin.'s, with tae

.ye of an a-tiet and .. he_rt ot a i-oeL
The little haaalet waa nesUed away in a eerhided

.eok benuned iu by hi»rb billa, 011 which jj'U auis ol tbe
Jadicg sniiset still lingered.

T_r«_jih the glen brawled a clear, npUatiaaaa,
whcee waters broke iuto foum over v_*t b-.nldere of
«ook, whifb otatrueted their couree, until tbey PMMfcflJ
. fall of about twenty feet ii beight; from the foot of
thk* tbe rivuiet moved 011 siuooihly and rjui».'lv. Half
. milc below the fall, aeatfered along the bank? .:'th>>
a_r*an., ky the village; above it, waa the tftt which
moat attra- ted tbe arti-tic eye of the stranger. This
.ae a Norm-n-Fre-eh eottitge, boilt ofthe stcne fo-jid
nu abniidar*.-; in the valljy, bn: the rough walls were

Btbnost kiJ.lea kj tbe ivy that had overgrowu them
_kreaw.li yeara of t;c,lect and m9*\J, A lew acree of
jP©_t,i1 itftubed away ov*^r a level apve, which ter-
_uxuu*d &bru't.tiy at ihe foot of ihe overhaniMig clitie,
ta_- formed a \tct.esque hack/ro-iiJ for the lonely
agtdceeeried home, over which wealth and tw.te had
avidenOy onre prewded.

Ftult tieee, ^rrtss and tlowers, urvn aroand th^ rn'n
la wanioc profoeion; and the toticriog porti<-o aeemed
aa)y nphekt by tbe tenacious fibrea of the ivy, -wbich
e-kepei theuaelves aroand ita piliars.and hunur -n large
wreaihs from its mouldenng conuce.
The onthoaees bad been built of less snbetaniial nia-

tei_id than tbe dweUing; end they hid t'allen utterlj
to tke*y, lying in gray maaaes upou the ear.b, hnl
aosiarBlf-d by tiie Li^h graae that gr«w aroand tbem.
Tbe young imin jwinsed npon the ed^e of the streani

and gasad aroand in in.reating wond*r that a spot io
whkh aatare had done so ninch should ba deaerted b]
man. He removed his hat, an*J pennitted the blanc
air of evening to wander through dark, eilky curls.
ahat fhaded 11 bJgb, tmoth brow, on which twenty-
three tammirs had left nc trace cf cttre or a-neiaw* It
waa a bright hofe/ui fa.e, full ofthe joy of youth.the
goW.n a.iM.'in-0.18 ofa happy and prooperous t'uturn
.-yet Li the Ueaible li..'t*. iii the deep eye*, wu* rea*J a
eesaitive naraie, whan might be wrjtight even om.-nl-
aeae by t_mente<i sntferiu^. The iights and phudojvs
la the pictcue before him, tne gorgeotis autumn iivery
af the torett ueee, the ailvtry loa «i tbe watera in the
hioek, tilled the painter's aam tvith 11 oecie of beauty.h cb atiked to be perpetuutcd. Ho took from hii
pecket pa:ncil and paper, and mnde a rapid und masterly
aketch, to be enlarged and oolored wnen the mcana
.ere at his command.

8u*Jdci:lv u voice epoke immediately ubovebim.and,
avilli a aUWBa uiu-l mmm, wiid:
" Kuie, an' yuu l. uiaka^' a pictur of the hcuse bytbe liwoo) Run, yoimgster ''

Tbe lutibt looked ar»und, and saw perched upjn a
fragment of & rock, aafficiently elevated io erab.t him
to overlook hii" woii, an old man, who seemed re-
afoeed to tbe last siHgee of povertv. Ilis pat* hed
alocAirjg, bv.eted bat, and sabdue- exprc!w.jn, ut
eac* pro*la:med him oneof theun'ortanate* ofaaith.¦
m htuaan being failen into tbe dreannens ef Oti age,wilhoui fv'.'.une or inends.

" .ou an- conect," repbed tbe yoatb, " ^ud I
ahotild liieto know nhy k> beaut-fola apot is given
ap to deoay and deeolation 1"

.' An' s'ir.-, rr, it'a everyb->1y that ongbt to Vnow
hov. lhat place c.ime to be le't 10 fall away t > nothing.
Il s tbe wonoer of the valley, an e\erv ehiii ln it cau
tell jou thal acu.-fo resu on lhat oll honse. Ira a

poor, t^tjiirar b»>dy, but it'a tlie nky l'd Tci'.her tnal t/>
Jor a en.ariaB taan ahelter myself under t!.u'. tooi
aver tbere.
. I am c_'ious to hear the etory; rniy U

«8»<e, and tbe bistory 0: the hoate aha'J w.u j
eaeper, o!o man.'
Inus simnlated, the beggar began a dnjotnted f'.ory,

wbich wc prei'er pntting in onr own wordY
Many, many ye_rs before, an Eugltah geatietLan

ao-fl.t a boicti in tbe I'niled Btatm] leaving the nure

pojteivun jortiou- of t.'.e e jaotry, ho. struok oiu in the
Wett, aiid finaL'y set'Jed in the vilkge <¦' <iie'if*ll.
He maeted thocottnge after a plan t'urnished tothe
arehiuict by himaelf, und decorated it wiih paintiaga
aod otber obiecU of art brought lioin L.n hon.e ni ihe
O d World.

"

Mr. LenD'iic waa a mun of >.'Iooa:y rt! satumuie
.emper, and thi three inotberiefea lad-t who accom-

pamed him to his new hime teemed to have mherited
much of his own iiafoi-e. Tbey grew to reckleiv and
wiJd maturity, cften treating their fa'her witr. e>trome
uukindueae, whicb ut tiuiee was titterly reuented.at
.theie, paatriveK borne. IkseDea of wrath acd vio-
iaa*.e otten oceuned wiihin tbe c.ntage. and tiie in-
laatat nf I'lrrfitl gtadualiy c^irne tol^ak upon ite in-
ha'iitai. p un on.btws ag*-init tiie peuce ard order of
tbeir vill-ve.
At lengtr tbe old mao died, aod tbe aone < u .neled

arer tbe sncceeewn to the property he had lott. Ine
eideat. iaimed the .-bief portion by the l&W of prim>
aeni'.-M wh.-li jirevaile m hia imi.ive liuid. Tue two
yonx^er B*.ns o-jied the e*]uity of au.-haclaim ina
iand of «<iaal righui; tvit dispute grew ao bi^b that
bic'we.ere aaa_a_fa_| tb«- r.rethren fonghf a-nnd
Ibe pttternai hoartL, ua niif. a_B__a_ it wilb b> heart'a
kdojd; and. ui pLt.e ot ^mj apoalled at thia eaUe-
tropbe, thi 990 r.irvitorr e^uiei ouly inttaaie- bj it
to a moie deadly de«ree of rai^ ttgai-'ist ea* h other:
tbey niibed inu> the open air ar.d renewed the c<imbat,the obje.-t d eaeh one oeeming to bts ta rain rho edgeoi tha b»ar> aUve whieh the twttaga w_a bailt, ^dhcrl bis unait'-niht upon tlie roeks belowIn the stroKiyle tbey gmduully afptoaehedtha brjaktbey xrappled 11. a de.«wly embrac* a-.d for rr, iny m>inente K Beeaied ae if tlie two woti'd fali toue her andahdue a common do>m in tlie water* btfo-v ijjtf
were meti of powe-rf'i! frama,aad \iolen; pasaloM-seither would y\o]fi und'tb*. temMe a aaa w*.- draV-
uiKt" & eJ_aa, when the fider, by a suddeu ell.,rt ,.*"b-r:xieuii flU. -^th, danhed bia broJier tixui b;w withbis right b»L i, and with his Jelt &**<,»¦ i tbt- bo ly of a
yonng tree that gtew near the edj<e 0. tl.e- bliti
Tbe lallitij.'man ehriekel ae b- went doBTBl
" Ihe curee of kindred blo*r*d ahall follow v«v ''

What he would havo larther aaid BTBBllniaaad itotid
the ruahing Watera; hit head tame in aoatart with the
a^ged surface ofa rock, anJ he waji in-tantly kiliod.

"litood from tbe w^unda ou Tiia body tinged tha colir
afthefoan: as it broko over the fall, a-id t ina tha
tream bt%d guined iu* omisous naoaBt
The murdeiei did BBtMMf to lit'iieut t'.e reSult of

'ietvil ji-ireions. H** ha^tily ^atherel l-MBthor Iba
money aiid otaer valetbiea beiontriiig to b_ falior. _u 1
9t-d before anv legal a*iion conldba tikenagu.iie'. I in.

JPunuit f.r.ved anavailing llie mordeiri brathrai
were buried Ia tbe aame gruve ut the fo)t ot the hilla,
aod years ot rAtut deaoLilbn brooded over tha lonely
hoaae. The asaociatioria ronnecud with it were M
-hightfoJ that ao tenant wuh fotid wiliisg to 0 seapy
I, ttt "gb any otif mighl lave Uken pomeaiioii wi(L ,'A

qwB-i-*-. ae trO a»1e_»pt had e« r f>teB tu-de lo aell t\e

-*_*_ be bad ei*.ra> *..:_ _»» B--»-h f'*» l" ...,.;«,!
aana*_-e of th* beg.'ur. ' I B0_ 1-BfBB am »«Pr
tbat ibe p'a-e waa KfUO *f_*__. .. .. ,^r> Tq, ra-a

" But thafa BBt all tbat ot.. *^J*j£i. tbe old
aa-aHkBT atory almoet *e bad ». *. ^£?beaae. May be you d hke to^ ^Croraenartedj££X2Lkmmm^mTJoTi- tellSS

_T-W '«___ __T-_-MrTSS a face fuU of badp_bbi BM,
hair aa mMg»*~!!mJ£ , _t _>,, tavem ihore with
,__-, |o Uien _\""*JH_" rhe> djdnt like hrelooke
°M?W^wL -SftSlyTS" with a young mH

__1vTwlfce feMBJ old, but ahe waa as pretfy Ba a .»<?.

SaVwiBW Bai-at way of 11 B* to peoP1-
Slt w-oe_lK>ul her. Tbe m.n called hia*elf UB_kBf|an* vvbat doee he do but fa pafcbfl about the old houae
tbere, and at laal l* went and had it lilBBIj out, aad
bad aome fnrniture fixinga put in it. \N eJ, in aptte <>l

all tbat could be aaid a<in it, he wont there to live.
- Aud tbe child ' Wa* ehe arUttag to rtag_ia aalaea

wi'h auch gbaatly aaaociatloue connected with nl
" Ob, r-he knowed nothing about it. The old mnn

wanted it kept from her, and nobody would be ao

aruel ae to tell the young creetur about tbe munlered
brotherB when they found ehe had to hve there.

Well, old Iin.orf went there sure eaoogh, and M ara

©ften aeen walking arouud tbe yard, e.i._y :a the

irack tbe brotbere took in the'.r daath atrugg.e. «~

faee aeemed to grow darker every day, arid at bbm

atrange auapiciona began to be whispered that ne

knew m>rc about it than any oue ehe."
"Did any one act on tboae Buapicionij ?"
¦' Juat aa aome of the folka had mad. up the'.r _n'_-di

tbat io_oe.hiDK waa wrong, aud the matter on^-ht to

be looked into, l.indorf was lonnd oue mcrnng leal
ia hia bed; aome aaid tcTiorae of .onarietico killed
bim, but roost o' tho people about here thongh* ha lw.
ptt an end to hiMelf, eo you eee the old raiii ia dou.ly
euited." .

" And what hecame of tl:e JOVOg gtrl f
" f«he atayed in <T>>nfal! until her brother, a college

chap, waa written to, aud eame for hor.that ia, *he
eolled him brother.bnt they vraant a lit n'.ike, and I
don't beheve ahe waa any kin to him. The Uid was

dark, liery looking, and mightv like old Lindorf; bu:
tbe gal waa fair aa tha anow-drope, aid quiet m her
way.'"' .And haa no one heard from her aince 1
"Nal f.r a Ion,; ti_e. For a while, lettera 88888 to

eld r_jse Hitfuins, sajingobe waa at school aaa. her
brotber, anil wua wel! eaataBBB-i but they c_me r-el-
domer and aeldomer, and now fur four year* tl.iy
haven't had a word irom her."

'* Dow long aince ahe lei. (iieufJ. 1'
" Nigh alxjut ail jenr.-."
Ile pahiter must- a few B-O-BBBtB. :.ud ihen 6iid:
" The b ld-en <l»a*.h of Mr. Um 1 ;r! waa quite natural

.roen oftcn die in a lit, unl BOCSj «u incident ahould
nnt prevent any one from btbabitiag tbatlovely apot
The retirement and beautv of the place are what I
bave long been aeeking, 'and I am really tempted to

dinpiite po5.e*Bion with tne '_.:-and o-vla.
Tho beKgar peered at him witb au exprcae-en of in-

(eo-e aurpri-e on hia wiihered face.
" An' ita a darlng man yo.'d be to ntay trrere by

yournelf. It a the common b-lief that |M r!*"fl w

jrtven o\er to an evil dennn, and that uob.idyciB
atay tbt'^ wiihoar eitber ily.:u' tbabealeea or Ic-
iuK ueeu-edol _e_flg-Bg ab-Qt the deaih uf eouie oue

elua."
Tbe lirtener lunghed. .

"I Bht-'l be .ertain to di--wLeu my time ccmea,
whether I am in lhat rain oi iu my own lodjrliia*B in
town. Ae to the other I ahould never be ifraid of
Btich an abaurd .harge be:ng made agalxvt me. I
really think I Khall bravc ihe goblini, lor the view
from* the portico will make an enchaating picture.
Tou f ee I am an artiat, old man, and I can eaj-ily
tini aicommodaiionafor myeeli and my eaael in that
old miu, in BB-fc deliciouu weather ae we liave at
prvwnt.''
"Well, itrauger, I jeet tl.ick that if yen do Btaj :n

(ilenlall ottaKe, jou will be m'whty fooi-hardy, tlia*'a
all," and the tieggar aro»w ana prepared to hobble
away with the aid of a MaeB. -S-aieaaa m_u took
out a ailver coin, aadort'ei.ng it lo -__-_-, aa-d:

" I abali not try il t >-ni|.'Ut, at all e\eat*. But whiit
did yau oay waa ihe name »i tho bret!nea I"

" Many tbiinVe, air, for th« «..ld mau'e aupper, which
thia will pay f'>r. Tbeir nam> waa Lennox, aad may
your fat«* uever be like their..''
" Not much dasger of that, waa the cheerful re-

rpot«e, as he leaned againat the trunk of an aged tree,
and drank in all the beauty of the balmy evening, and
the pictore-'jue scene before him. On the weatera aide
a rift in tbe iiilla periititted gieama of the golden aun-

aet to penetrate tne vailey and liaht up the httle pat.h
of deaolation at tneir baae. The houae waa .^rotvned
with a dome, and the >rl_*tB wh:ch remained uubroken
cauirht the ruddy glow and refle.-ted il back iu Luea <-f
fire.
At length the purple -had-.'.WB of evening githered

over tbe m*tsme, aad ihinkiug deeply on the legaad of
the ollplaiv, tbe vounjr f.r*:e-t wr.liied eloarly toward
Ihe villugf of Gleniall, in search of lodging fer the
uirfli-. ^

CH.-FTKH II.
AR -PPORIl'MTr REJECTtD.

The viliage of Glenfall con-iated of a etraggLing col-
ection of frame buiidingB, acattereJ along at the l-_*e
of tbe hilla which ooropletely girdled thia retired nook.
The moat of the dwe_t_ngB were aurro-_.ded by inclo-
urei lilled with .bruba, gra»« and flowers. A wide
nomroon alope toward the atream, eba<led by treee of a

eentury'a growtb, which were erattered at intorva_8
along itr- margin.
Near the centre of the viliage two immewe oake

spread tbeir gnarled branche- o\ er a lar^*- log honae,
wbifcwa»h.d on the outaide, and adorned with doora
and ahuttera painted of a vivid green. Hwir-giog from
a coavenient bough in lront, wa? a grim and weather-
beaten portrait of WaBJiiBgt.-, whi.-b aerved aa a aign
to the public houae to which i: gave it. nam^.
The WB-UagttB II BMB, as i: was aiLl-itioaaly

c*)le_, wan neither very extensive nor much given to

enttrtaiLin^ ^uestfl. (...: i-ionaUy a atrag^ler c_a_e to
thie secludtd apot, whicb no railroad had yet invaded,
and tbe <>ld aeapla wbo )i«pt tho Uoono w^ljomcd him
moeT ho'pitably, aa mu»-> for the newa bebrought w**h
him Irom the out-ide wo-ld. .^ for the triflng anm he
wa? charged for Ua botrd.

A> he ..\tTDC fcith ^Ict B.^p* to-svurdfh', viUage, the
lirigfr.ng twiligh*. ga~8 tlifjyO'_ng travjl-r _,i OffMBtQ*
nity ofob_tn''Dg all t-ja-detail'. wh have eill8a~IMBi to
B8l fo.ll. I rea_ from 'be _I *» ind trcrmoi! of t'.e 1 i:y,
his aoul wat lilied witb Iba onjtA r'l.r.n of ihe accne
and the >>weet inrluence- of Iba hour. EUaieBolatfaa
Bas t«ken to rema'_ a ¦v.-?io in (ilenfall, and tf pta'-
ticuble, t- becjmc tbe teaant of the nxined 80M-M8.
Ha waa fiinyularly ftea from 8aP8TBt>Hioaa feusn, aud for
-arafBl laaaoaa iaaeeiy bboIbmob ita e\il repi*___oa
would er.«nre waa it*t greattrt. recommenda'-on.
A ventrablt eeep-8 lOBf r.H middle aue, aat le-

neath the abadowa of t'j« treefl, which aerved ue a pcr-
li. ot o Ui-.tav.i n. The . rhtver waa a v>ekoi_.e e.^l.t
tOtB-BB| Wf many weeka had elapaed a:n^agaa«t
hnd eonjiht the Bb-lt»r af their r of: and tbia one wua
of B'K-h BBapaBaaBB-BI appeirsc-e aa \ .-<_.:..'; aome.

thing to nj'.erept aud tnl.ven then..
Tbe young man hai an active, well rr«p..r_oned

flgnr^, and a atroni/ly marked r*iough plea»_og face.
H;e eyea were dark, J'.l. and expreueive, aud the
ui..five Irow ri>ae hke a dome atote tUem. Hia
nouth w*e permitted t. abow im moUiV expreaaioti.
though a a__8_l mi»ta.hr c_rled above a fiaely enrvod
tipperlip, which aeemed eipable of o,u:\er_ug either
witb nation or with y\< e, aa auited the mood of ita
owner.
Hiadrew. waa aimple, ur.-: Buitad lo the ped-xtran

tonr he wuaevidentjy making. A looae liaen blonao
belltd to J-it* w__bt ahoeed beneaUi it a pair of aervice-
able pan'a and irtrongwalahv bo-ts. A lirge alourbed
hat of line etiaw Bhnded bia h_.it, vi Licb waa of a pide
brown, and crled in ehcit r.ags round hia temnl.a.
Alto^e'iier, the artiat waa a very attractive 1'j.hinK
pera-Ln, even in|hia duaty travefllug 80888888, ani
thia ha knew very well, though he waa ly no meatia
vain or inelined to aelf-. jncelt. .

Hia arrival h;id already been horalded bj-BBOM !."<-
gar, who waa anui<ly enaconced in the kJtehes. partak-
&)gof the Mipper ile boauty of Uie atranger nad tna-
lj)» 1 aim loeeaar. Mr. Htggiaa potoo bu ->p«'t»f'ea,
ibat ha raigbt take a BatUfa^icry anrvey of the yoang
m i'i BB ba '-ame toward tknWW.tmi iheold laajaooa
fo!!_wed h!B enan-ple. The plea-iing lapi-riaion .88-8
on ti-arua tnut i-onhrmed by the chaaffuf, ___jily vo.ee
wbich jvreeted them:
" A good evtning to yoi. my friendi; and D-.y yonlive to enjoy mitnv that can 888(88 the. heart aid

flliaj-Bi tbe eve aa thi. iaaa. foBI Jitle va'ley la really
a« baaatiM a-. a iioik of Kden, and you, ia your |><i-liiaieaal »._.|.h> iiy, BSatad beneath U.eae magt-ilnentMaaB, h\\jm b« uitBtab-n f.,r the liref mun und woman,looking out aer»tnely nprn ihe world you had people.aud .ulutaUd." ' 8
"Many tbanknt.,y./.)-ir| D,lt -jy old BBBBBBB and

ri.e do^ M ever ajx,,* t to U elevnted to BBt* a.oiiored p.)niU.._.t,et;mt. A 1 ,.r, -aa tbe Hrat mtu
roui the hand of ih.i hm* tL,. r.v. n_aU iu t.,ir t/.-tvu___* .l),e ?H tav8m.ka.-p,.r. bal the awoer of tba?hi-jge pa!a-*e ovei jreaOar, who dj-an t d<, notb-ngfor a living. "

Tlie atran^rer half emilei, and y^A hB_MM% aaid" J _P Borry io (W M IM «HM thM a>y pt-raitt

ha* tbe tva% of et.\y atnld all ite luvelinea.'*. I'*** I
tbii.kiug aa I came along. that the e^, il paseiots of oar

nature anonl.l laa1 r.o maM la aaah a spot u tbia, yet
tfce rtury to wbich 1 1.. teucu at tbe l_llo a.oce .hoald
have provnl the mattaTj to m*'.

" Ah, bt, wlei.-*:u tthitmnn K'i -hat be does not

c»Try evil w'.'b bim, i»h cur proa<bfl saya. Kovy
ob, no f-it, I fliitr. 1 j.'.eud guiby to n"> su- K mem tlnnK.
I don't tuvy Jobn Withera; bat aomebow he i* always
interteting with we. AseoonasI get an uiteresting
boarder. wbo iball come aloug but Withera, with a

pressini? mvttation to bim to change his (|nartert to hia
bouse, iiTid stuv ai lonjj aa ho makes him*ielf a^reeable.
Tbe man br-'itk* up my living,-" one majrmjttbough
for ti.e matter 0- tbat, mv farm snpports the Washinf:-
ton, and I ii.iy say that we take MIWI mort- f"r
company than prolit. Tbe old woinan and me are

lonerome, bocanati we have no uhllmaa la come to ma
ns _-d brighten us up, and we don t thank Jolm
Withera lor interfei-g with u~, und tliem that Btopn
with na." ,., .,

" A pintil.'iit fellow this V\ lthers niust he, wns the
sDiiling reply ol the yonng man oa he threw himaelf
iu»o a .-apacfoua seat and tmnt aeide hi.-« hit; " but you
r.eed hav> no feara of him on my acconnt, for I a*mre
you Iihall not take up my quarten with Um."

" l'm *l-d to hear yon aay that" siud tbe old wo¬

man; " bnt I ically don't thmk tbat Mr. Withers has
ever brought a :estilence here, young man, though he
is meddlesome witb oor troveflers. Olenfall is cele¬
brated fur nnd wide for it« good heabh aud fine air."
" A quibblinj.' old pair," thonght the youth. " IIow

deLVbtt-lly vcrdant Uiey muat be!" fle tien apoke
aloud: ... _». j i
" I am very hmigry and thiraty, my fner.ds; can 1

bave uiilk and egm i.-.-vcd to mo here under the treea,
with such other food as ia alreadv pre;.ared 1 As long
ae a ekani of Hfht remains 1 wiah to watch the shad-
ow s det pening over ihe bill mitt und aettling in tho

Tallej." . . .,
" People that come here often have tbe i-mewhlm,

remarked Mis. Hicgina. " You can liavo a table here
witb tovt Mipper Ti; a few roiuuten. I will tne after it

miaatf. becftui-e I like your iooks."
Mra. Uiggine bustled into tbe house, andsoonre-

tainad, followed by a well-growo, red-armel girl,
whh hair cnt short to ber head, and her aorae»That
Kantv ganrlents of uniinpeachabla neatnesH. ehe
bioag-t a Mnall table civered with a anowv napkin,
on wliich a pulalable supjier was aoon spread. W hile
be slowly enjojed tbe repuat, tho Btranger waa con-

scious that bis noet and hoetebf were inceieantly tulk-
ingtohiiu, though kli mind took little note of what
they wnre BBfiac.
At lcuKtli the broiid qnestiona w.'re tafeeaj"What is your name, young man.and what nu.y

your oo*.pntion be when yon aro ;i» homs
Tbia aroaaad 1am from bis reverie, and be retilied:
" My nau-e ii lluny Ardeu, aud I um a .la'jblcr la
paint." .. w ,.. .

"A painter, well that ia lucky," arnd Mrs. lliggme.
" I waejoat waa'.ipg the winder shetters to our hou-e
doc* over; the green aintaijli eo prettv a* it was. ht

yon etay with us long enough, Mr. Arden, you oan get
Ihe job, and pay )our way at the aame time.'
Arden laughed.
" Kjcoic me, roaam, bnt you make aeltaht misttike.

I am n«>t a bouse-painter, but an artiat; I ahall have no

o!_ectioii to take the poitra ts of younmll and Mr. llig
jran us I raw you sittiuK hure M I eame touard your
bviiuie: but I could not underuke the other corn-

mi-_ion.' ... ¦,, i .j
" Oh, a figeer painter; and that a all! aaelalmed

Mra. Higgina, wHh nn eaprtseiua of diwtppotut.i>ent.
" I vullj thinrfl araarBtBi to their na*;, Mr. Aroea; BBd
1 dfu't ne no sense in'two ngly old people, !>k.- m\
old man ni.d me, vettin' otu pictere i.ainied. 1 m fwrry
vou f an't underlake the aheltert, btnau-ie that would
iuitmeloa DOteh. l've been aftur HiKif.nr a long
0. el) to ba%e eni done over, but be wooldn t iv^nd for
u lnaii from IBa next town. Don't you think, now,
y ju could nutnaife it lor nw V
" I um really r.orry that I cannot accommodate yon,

.'_; but ecrioaaly I cannot eonaeut to do what ii
so entirtlv ont of my line."

" Phoo'1 yonng man; anvbody tbat ran psint a ttan,
can paint a plain piece of plankof a soLd color," here
remurket) Mr. IligRins, "but I kuow tbe diference be-
twaaayna picter-painten) and tbe others. You'd bet¬
ter let bim alone, old woman. or he'll get allronted and
go to Wilher'a at once. Aa 1 live, there be .oxea now,
t.. BM who we've got bere. Kemember your prumit«e,
Mr. Arden, and don't l>e coaxed away from us. \\ nti-
ers hao a daughter, too, and ahe bkes hands-'-mu beu'ix
to flnt wiih, aure. iletter koep away from M.ae
l)om."

.' Da not be nneany a**to my aBeg-BBaa to ib«. W._-h-
iogton," gail Arden, )auuhin«. " I am predeter-
mined not to f.nd Mr. vYitbon* irreeibtible, evc-n if he
has a pietty daughter as an ally."

CHAITBB III.
IHim rlRAKGE Ol'TRAoE AT THE hfl!».

Thepere'in who now approached was a ehort, tliick-
stt man, w ith aandy hair and whiakew, and a cuiiuinj.*
expressiou of fac*-. Hir- drese wan of line niaterial,
n*! arran^td with some pretension to elegance, though
t wus ra; ber ofa fluehy order. lle wore hin iat aet
ibuntil v on the eide of bis b*-hd, and carried hia thumbs
fiu-'k in the orm holes of his vi'^t, as he drew near

with a Ftnit and uwapger, which procl timed hin ideas
*. f bis own conee«iuence.
I tail, ctariDg maii-ion, with a portico in frcut, eup-

p jrted by mafsive pillars, stood on the corner oppoaite
the tavern, the tiees had been removed from tha'. i-pot
i lone, to dirtp'ay tbo handsome front of tho new edi-
fice. It waa of a coroposite order of archi'^eture itn-
postible to dedcribe, and moet incongruoua in etTe< t.
Prom ih* window of hia own ranctum, Mr. Withera
had ob^erved the eatranoe of a stianger iu the .|'iiet
ffllagej und ut once came forth to usct-ilain as much
coDcerning him an might l«i gii'.hert-.l. 'lijit h*; wim

yoiny, liand-ouie, and relined in uppe-rauce, he suw,
and \i bis nwnneia eorratujeonded-with h-u ont wara

liearing, he intended UKuiti to deprive the taveru-

keepcr of bis gues»; for Mr. Withere felt the dulitie-*s
ofthe quiet lit'le town in which he hved, and wu^

gladtoextond hia hospitality to t ny presentable per-
aOBWh-M aoe*-tjeaam reli'eNe the monotony othis
daily lif*.
Ae tbe vilh.ge £T*i& man kt«w near, he removed h:s

bat, and eourtoonaly incLined Li- head to the new

kittxtr, while he r.-io whnt WM raemt i-jr an n-:
" A newairr.al, eh Hiirgina I I'nir.e over on pur-

poeetorr-ike his a. .(lotintiin:-.;. Kka lac*klag yoong
fellow; found ot.' !_ii- name by tiii" time I dur-j amm !
btrodaee aaa."

Jli^'^iti- nel berately removed bis pipe froni his lip^,
ai .1 r-ii'i
" Mr. Ard'n, this ia John A\ ithers, as I told v.-u

irhea 1 tt*ij Lim eaa_ag over here. He auit Baeo t

Lntrodaee joa to, but hl wantsto know you. thathe
n ay Kte > me on: ol the few dollarsyo'i mielr pay me,
bv t-ikitig you over t«. bis hou«e, and having ail y<> r

LlewuL'. talk to hiiie.'lf and hin lo\ely dartaji,Mis«
l.'ltt.

' H.-.-.11V, renlly, Hiygins, this ii wor-e than ever,"
aaid Mr. V\ iihen, <rowing veiy red in lha f*.08. " T.to
fact ie. Mr. Arden, I love s*>< iety of a kind not often
fouad in u eauull town hke liiir. and when reipectible
'.ii.kin,' people come into tho BBMB, I soraetinics uke
ti'tu: in'.o my pBH house, uuu eudeavor 9 euterUiin
lham aa wall aa I am. My good friend here ioot not
like thif; be ih'nki 1 iuterfert- with his bui'ue«H, thouj-h
really nothing is furrher from my intei.tion il.-.n t<> do
ao.

" 8top it, theL, and don'l keep doing u thiag fore\ er,
and j* it 'uy you have no inteution of doing it. Th .it'a
a flut c-intfadictkn I am notsraart enon^h to laeeadla.
As tn thi.- \onnj.' man, you won't take him a^uy, for
wben I told tiim jou would comeaftorhim, hepromiaed
to »tay hire.so there now."
His detiaiit tone proved ttso ron< h f(.r Mr. Withexs'

polteiK -^; witb mnrh he.V be mko |i
"Has tb*. old heatben rrull; eAti-acte.l MMhB pi'O-

raiee trom you, sir J"
' No more u hettueu than vaajMllj .Tolm \Tithers,"

exr"Ja*0.ed Mir. Hi/gins. " My old man ita better
I'hriitian than jou ar»- any day. Keep your iwuie- to
vou.-itlf, a-d don't forget when vou c^me to the
VVa*hin|<ton, that il' you nnd Mien fiora ii tha m '.'¦</
people ol t.l< ulali, we c-jnie foieoioel uuui.g the r.-

apaetabk oaaa"
lbe«e woaaa wera so volubly uit»-ied that Mr. With-

*r* aeemad *.li>ibt j bawiMafaa, ar.d Arien ta.r.l. a.i-
vuntiite of tho bnaf ^uure toeay.
" \im-£ that there inay im no mi-on leratunding on

mv ii'-coiiTit, m it ii not my iataatioatfl mmaifl wkh
eitber of you. Mr. Higgina misunderet _>od mv plsdi^e
aot toacrept aa famtatiofl fr..m yon, Mr. wltbont, if
laa ahoala pro?e _6 Mad aa lo fraaai mtoaa; it in-
volved no piomia* to remain afterto-night at the \\'a-li
ington. 1 um ttn artJat by profemiou, and 1 have al-
iea.lv eeleo'ed a locitlity in the neiKhborhood, ttOtt
which lo sk-'tch 'he suirjandiuK sceni ry to udvuntai/e.
As ronn as po.*Jble I shall make BIBSBBJBaBBfltl to Ui.

poifcenKiU ol it."
-B*iih liis Hftteners looked dilappolnted. Withere

'juickly asktd.
.' Mjv I iitk whnt place you have chosen, h.i / My

bonte in the higberi in the village, and from th* Bppei
WH.dows the vi.-w looka over tbe whole vi"i

" Many thanks for your kindiiess, bul ui I carne
down ihe ul.-ii 1 suw a deserted i'oltua*e, ot-erruu with
ivy, whi.'h will urtord me sbelt. r. \( p..*.ihl*-( I will
lal." up my NMBB60 liiere for a I'ew w«.;ki, tintil I
CBB B_ha some itudies from nei^hborliig epule to coiu-

bme berenfter ln a picture."
Ae Arden uiteied this exnlanation, thr- fii.-c of With-

e,e iiii<lfrwtut niaiiy lii.gu'ar chaugea. II-- l.-t mu.-h
ot hii Uoi.d oa.lor, aud (hen flunhed to a .lee|>er purpie
Uiui e\.-r, ac he nerv mely aaid:

" f...I 'tn- proli.l.ly no". awat*, yo.nig n.*in, llml u

MU r««ir iija'ia that drt-r* apot, I(s Uaiih^tt-ae **§

^reddeueJ with ****** -loo_, nkJ for m.uy
ve_i- the b n«e baa had the ra ?nta.iou of bemg ha i-tr

Jd K-.range atorien are told afaafl tl-.ting ligbtabera^
aeen through the windDWB oa dark ii.g_-.e- aud wi'a
eri-ahuveWn heard IBBl aeem wrung 11888BM ¦
niortalextiemiiy."

" I efaanci'd to meet uu old tegg.r aa I tuine br.ber,
ardberelAtedtomehc tragk atory ooniteoied with
the pla.e. To ap-nk ibe ttath, h * B-xrativeojly aMni-

ukted my dcalre to gain r jaaasakm ot tho rmn. The
death atruggle he grafhirajly dencnbed woul i mako a

morteffectivepicture, and if I atty upot the apot, 1
may chauce to gain inapirat:on from the locafr.y, wt_
-will enablsaaa Ei do i'.j adee."
"You would be a daiing man to a'.tempt BaaBB

thirg tirj a-ooit daringman, for Ihe place ia earcly
ouder a baru Every atremp l that bia been made to in-

babrl it, Bince the deadly affray ofthe brothera, haaled
to iome evil to the per-on who mado H. Vou had bet¬
ter give up the idea, Mr. Arden, i?nd com-; tomy hou*\
wbtre I can j*ive you more congenial employment in

paiiiiii-tf aportraitof my daughtar."'
Mr. NVithera apoke very eanicrtfy, but Arden ade-

1.1 iiiiiiution was not inlluenced by tia evident deaire to

prevent him from p-itiing h_» a-hotne into ___M_M-
lJe said.,

" I thank you.I will not refuae the emp.oyment y.,u
offer; but that will na? inierferowith my plan. 1 muit.

adhere to it unleaa I can aeo better caueo for abaadou-
ing it tban bas yet been given. I am not at all euper-
eti-ior_a, and what h*B lieen related to me 80B-Bfl-h-g
the cottagc rither etimnlutea my lurioeity andiocreiwcH
my doairetogain poa.eeaion 11 it. I have heard of
¦Jacefl being hannted by the iivmg for pruro-es of tlieir
own."

" Inthat«-re. you ruigL. rcn a gi'.ater riak than if
ghoita and goblina a<*?n,i'ly bcie*. it,'' aaid W'thera,
¦with much earueetne-s. " Are yon aware of the las
iucident that o.curred a*. <.'i._.fall co.ia.go, Mr. Ardeul'
" Tbe death ol" Mr. I/ndorfT Ye., bir; the'-oggur

iCiftMlbBtj but ther« waB nothing very unaana! in
Buth an Bl-Bllllll Men often retira in apraren
haalln, and are found dead the next moniing."

" Bot tbat ia not yet the laat. O.d Jerry hrw been

away fiom tbis neighborhood lor tlie last ye ir, und U
that iine a new oitrage ba* add« d to the jurt horror
iu which the old ruin ia held. It is my behef that if
any rp.t of ground haa been given over to the Evil
line to work tia will in, it ia -MB old Lennox plac*.
But to tbe atory. Aboul four montha -inco, youcg
Liiidcrf ieturne- tc Glenl'al), aud in atated Ofl "wupv
ing foraaeasoii, the rojm'u wh-'-ii hia father died.
Hia objeef, I aftertvard? Icarned, waa to recover nome

valuablt faniily papera which ibe old gentleman la be-
lievcd to havo xocret-d there. Ha endeavonsd to get
aome «_e to BUlUMpaat him jndaid bimi ;n the aoareh;
bnt. I \va» aaaaa.. and the 884888 ab.mt b-re ref-,Aodt<>

go with him, ao Undorf went np alone. Hia aearch
durint' !he dav waa ansuc-eaal-l, and ho aent down U)

iht v-Jage for wiue, pr..viaiona and a lumpreaolute to

r< aain throngh tbe night, in the ailiy lebef that the
old man m'gh: .>me tohfm during W watchee, and re

veal tbe hiding place ol the pa-x-ra ha waa to antiou-i

to rec.Ter." _
. ...

" And were hiahopea grauned .' u'ked Ardca, vt.lh
ti gruvc face. , , _.. . _'.-T.mirr-' b.«w ahaaM they ba? Lfcadcef waa

prKiy wtll tirtd out, nnd at bat fell aaleep. The
B..IU-1 to tho allaii wa., tbat h- eame ven uear never

wakitg in thia w.rl- u^iia. .* aevere b!ow upou h;s
head stnick bim leaatlaaa, and :f I bad not returned
boma in th- nick of time, he would probably have
dkd there. Whtn I heard ef what he had veotured
to d.,, and that he wan _tfD icvisible at mid-day, I took
amau wiih mo aml w.u'. to look after h,m. I fo aad
bim covered witb l+io J, :md atill inaen^lblo. I had
him conveyed to rcy ho_se, aaiwe uuraeihim until
he recovjred." ....

"And the blow ? Who inflicted thai ? A thmg m
real muet have been produce- by humaa ageucy. Was
i,. i lu.- to Um per^trator found r"

" Xone. W8 riiced a p>«e<e of men, -nd n^ade -!»».-
gent aearch among Ue ruias, but ve deiVJcod uothmg
Wiaag ab:u». them. The on'.y ooodaaVB wan that
-ureniatnial power bad be*?n used agninet him.M

'' Thu* seemn to BM an -lb-nrd c-inflnoion wh*" the
man waa aerioualv ini ired bv aomething ao tangible aa

r. blow. 1 really tfunb, Mr. W:iher\ lhat I -hall k'-

ta_B] * 10 reacue QJteufa'l <..» _ge from it^ weird reputn-
tion. 1 have afrlrnd who will j-_me there, aud I think
1 sliallcertainly leaiainuntil 11_ve completedaaoricrtof
drawinge 1 ix.ntea.pl tt. makiiig from tliat apot. I iu
vite vou and Mr. Higgine to vieit me there, and aee

what progreea I -hall make in rny underuiking. My
wanta are -iniple andeaiily anpplied, and ii my g M

landlady here aill uadertaka to fnrnieh mewi.hi
ba.ket "of cild privi'tons ev^ry day, I ~.ill 008B8
down for them i.\ seLt' and report abeut the doioga of
the gobliii*."

" I)ear me, Mr. Arden,' auid Mrs. Higg_a, " You'd
bct'er tton long o' u« af. nighta, and only face the
ghoet. in tne daytime. It's a mighty great varitur'
yon're making to stay up there by yournelf.''
" Toero would be no exe.f-men', in not being there

ut the ' wit.hing time o' nigl:*..' I um desirous of
aeeing and heaimg tbo^c gohliua for my-olf; and I
will endeavor to a«cert,'tin why they come back to try
their .trcugth on thc.e who h.4ve never harmed them.
Tl.en; i- k'.ij e hid.len my»tery about the plaoe, and
yon aay be aire that auch re-rnlt" oa we have heard
rclated but now are produced by people aa real aa
either of ue* la any Ulicit trade carned on about here
which would render the house * deairable plice of reu-
de/vons for thoee tDgagtd La it.'"
Mr. Withera exclaimed.
*'Abaurd! in thia quie'. nook ! How cin yon im-

agine au.'h a thiug among a neonle rcmarkable for
t. eir limplicity and reciitude of life?'

" Krom il« very aecluaiou deaigning men may have
cho.en it as lea_t likely to be- PU-pec.c-d. At all .veuta,
I have made- up my miad lo try tbe experiment of in-
habiting the rottage. 1 wiii look ut ii. t-o-morrovv, and
wiite io my fr.end to io:u oue ua .kjh ub pomible."
" I would advi.e you to r.____n here, then, uutil

your friend comea. It will be aafer, and better ior
many reaaon*.''
Aidcn glanc.d a» the »peakcr, aud the elight per-

tnrfiaticn «f manner, whi :h Wrther-- ronld no: al:>
gethi-r oonoaal. detennined bim to MIB-M in hia deaign
of taKing jmi-Mv-ion of the cottagc .n the morning. If
a royetcry really exiited, he wa. hy thj time
ob-tii.utely rliTleiB-IBfid 10 fu'.hom :(.

»

cbapih iv.
.ii_. oi D . imv'/'i wai..-:><*.

Tlie yt'Uiig ;.r:.it aroaa wi'h haa deverrjjtn«t'.i.ij un-

changed. A night> retlectiou Lal eiuy at.-.ugthenad
hia purpo»e to Bolve the myar^ry of the hannted houae.
He aat beueath the old treea, anl partoook of l,:.
breuklu.t, wondering wi.itn bimeeli ii* he could ever

glvo u fair tntn-cript of this lovely vailey, with ita
charming coiiti MtB, i'. ex'jui.ite bleuilr.g of gi-udeur
iitid li.'.uty.
Again Mr. HiggLs uui bia wife would haverenewe.l

lln: dis-u-sion of theprevio> evening, and d_»-uaded
him fr.irt. ntitmpting to viai* ihe .'ottag*; but ho gtily
refuscd to lid'vii to any furt'ier r-;a.om'_n;uce, and at
faMl left them to puiBue nis viay up the vaLley, c i-ry-
inp his portfolin under hi« arm.

He y__B__4 BBBBJ tiuieuiii hisv.ulk t<- note tho pic-
tuiefiue lurua in the biook which rmdied with noiny
hrawl toward ita bonrne. The DB-Ma dMB roBad away,
aod ihe hills v,e:o shaqdy B8B.ad ia th'' morning air,
ther piirjda ibadowl contia«fing v.iih tho bnghUiesa
of the .}.arkling atre.m wh<< li broka bale foam at their
bare. He at l^figth .me U) a rufi.'biidg.-which
BBBB_8_ tlie htreana juist MoB the full; thi. Beerood
miiiitly '.de to paaa, l.ut he veuturtd om r, and by
Bti'Ppingcajefnlly, i.-.he.l the othdr aUa iuflai'ety.
Ardtn tud loften d *o long npon tha road thal the Biln
«asbIbbagWigbUy over the de.;;jed roofofQIaa¦
fall 80(1888 when he eiitered the enclosure that anr-
rennded it. TLe a*...ry he- had heard gave thia yar.l a
t^rrible at'r.i.'ion lo him. He trod slovvly throui.'- it,
and BBBaavond, in iainginu'.on, to follow the path of
tliebre-tl.ieu who bad daU.Mdaach e'.iier uiiha' fcarfal
death-R'rUKgle, ^ekingt lie8ara_B8 fcene vMdly be-
lore I, « uuiid, thal he an,;!.. IBfrgJuce it with the
power ol'am.'-Bter.
There giew near the odgo ti the blull'a knarled and

ki'otty trte which looked as ifaome el.'in hani hud
twieti d it out of ahape in ita i_fa_ey, aud nature Ind
betn utable to reetore ita ohgiaa! gra.e uud betuty to
lu ,-. tlepring. The nigged rootagrew above the aur-
r.(iti<IJi g mII iu DJ_ujr placea, B8 if tuey had beenat
B<<me far dief.u,* pe-iod to/n fnm i'» protec'tiigem-l.tu< e; i_i.il il nceued lii'Je efl'ort oi tLe imugin.tivn to
Cx or. tha etnnted tree aa t!ie oue which had .uatained
_he .Mer brother while h* h-.r'ed the yonnger to de-
atrutlion upon tha rocKa hclow.
Arden Rat down n*,,l r IM ahBBB. andaTangel tvl the

fi.-f^i I ol tho pi. '.'ire ba iii'ainlrd t> paint. Ho made a
.Jiivht peia-il hkeicL i f the >¦ cn;, cn 1 then pro.-, ed«,d
o iurpei t lha h ,'i'e. Thi. ba foondkl a Ix-tter eta'ouf
pieet-li.i'l ll tli ui hi- nt I baaa Ud lOi-ApC.t; u'.id he
waa Kurprined to tind tbat e*»..rte h«id receutly baaa
made to prevent i fr>. _ Jklling, nt;r.!y to desay. Tne
pillureih.it Bopported i!ie por¦¦.¦<. had beeu carefutlv
nropi.ed, ard a i ew ledt wua foaad rnalda "1 tha <l ."i.
The liiut he acconnted Ior by Bupp._:ngllii4t vouug I.iu-
dorf bad placed itthere as.i prote, 'jiiagainitiulruaioa
on tbe night of hia no.tnru'il vigil, t'lough fruiu tho
a.-coiint of Withera, it ha>l not B-MBMPM the ptiri>..e--Uite-l:il.'.l.
The il.or uniloaed without elTort, and Arlon BBBMal

n *.|,iiirc hall from whi. h BBBltaBBBll opene-d on e.thir
land. Neglt.t aud diunp had causod the papar bung-
ii.gs to iMel fiom tbe aialls, laavfawoab auiull ii-ag-
mt-i.t.i fliiig'ng her.. and th-i.', lo aliow tbat they hul
onco repreaented the ialuud >t Culyji-1, witb ita K>r'
geoua tropi.al Maaare, and lovely uynpfae.
The r.Kjuii lookod ih if they h t<t been raceut'y

awrpt, and there wh ao a«v mulatiea of ru')bi*h nicri
aa ia ueually lonri 1 in de-nr^' 1 0 -BBBa A l>_r^< up irl-
jBeiitoptba aoutheri; __4o Iwl a bay wU>dowJ f.otn

"hi'-Lt tbe wbole patyirtma of tbe fair ealley wa*
11 <arly viiible, wbilathe tuaaeJ*** Ho* ot tlie witera
helow uroie as an «wthena of inel >i; to the e_r. Kvei
V tbe ariat bad wave/ed in hit. r*!Bolve to oec.ipy the
houae, one gian-'e from tbi» w:ndow would havo
.le'ermincd h.m to remain a .d d\e all the ^oblms
could do, unt.l he had mmjamatei tbo scenc on .-ad-

()i.poaiteta» thia wae a room of large stze, oa igon
in ab-pe, uud ligbted fr^m av->vo bv a ulnsa do.m>.
Tbe aitemnle panela in the walla had evidently been
occupied by c«»ea for b*>ka aud pamtinga. A few of
tbo latter, mildewed and rotdng ir.m their frames,
atill occupied the plafla a#s'.g;icd theni by hinda I >ng
tfrnot niouldered iutodiut; while ttiey remalmd ae aa
evidrnro of the reflned t.*«s and luxnriona habila of
tbe hiokin hearted old man who had borne them from
hi* Krfclisb home to etjibelbah the one ho creatcd for
hit;M.lf >n tbe New World.

After examining every nook, and finding Dotbmg
that sccincd auspicioue, no eecrct outlet leading to sub-
t*>n_Dean deptha which might conceal u deadly foo,
tbe young man slowly turned his atepe toward (llon-
fall, with hia mind filled with siunng £uiciea,aDd
half-defined project*.As he deacenoed the pafhway leading tothe inaivure
bridge, be founi bia way obstructcd by an old woman
who had aealed hamtlf uiK.n the narrjw cause *ray aud
...mpl.-feli filjfd it np. It waa evident tu Arden that
sle fnid jiii.ed heraelf tbero for the purj .seof ioter-
cepting bim, and be pauaed to survey her with a sort
of wouder at her e.vtreme homehueaa. 8he wai wnn-

lled, loo hleas,and altojietherrepulsivo; yet there whs
a gleam of mak-ioua intelliuence in her deep-eet eyes
which ahowed tbat old and wora aa she aeenied, th.;
Bliud within eti'l retained all the vital power it had
eva*BBMmea* Her dreaa waa of deep BBMeaUoo,
ai.d over her gray lo ks a strip of crimaon mei m*. wm

tbrown, co-trasting stiangcly witb the eilvery hair and
witbeitdface it shadett.

WbataeapHal figurefor oue.of Mud.-eth .wtteaaa,
was the thought tbat pa-aed through ArdenV mind, bot
it was apeedt'y put to flijiht by the ehnll, cracked 199$
ofthe woioau, sayiiig;
"Areyoulheconceited youngater who expect- to

l,e allowed toaleepiu peace, np at tbe cot yonder
Have vf.n not been wareed of tbe evil tbat always foi¬

lowa thoeo who abido nnder that roof ? Youag man,

can icid ibe future, and I came here to warn yon.to
tom yon from this fatal path, for if you persiat in

walkiruz on it, fatal it shall a_ely bc to yoor whole

Them Vvords were uttered with a volnbUity that
dified ir.terrnption, even if Ardon had deeired to otter

it; but ho wUbid to hear all she had placed herg.-f9
bis path to aay, and jmge for himself of lU worth. tle

.miftly replied:
" I appreciato your kindness, good woman, iu try-

inK to save me from the conse«iu_nceu ofa rash deter-
roinatioD; bntnnlesflyou can giveme soice goodl reiaon

why I ahould not berome the occupant of tho LaBBOif
cotuige, I moat still periet in my original mtenuon. I
am Bcepucal as to your power to read future events,
for the religioit whieh has been a part of my educaUou
teachea me that to God alone is known the course of
events, snd their iasne. Pray arise, and let me paaa.-I
am on my way now to ihe villaue to makemy fiualar-
rangements to take posaearfion ofthe ruin.''
.-No.Icame here to step yon, and vou may jest

atand tbeie till I'so roady to movt and let vou oveT.

You look like a sewible kuid of man enoagh, und 1
would like to know what has put it in your head to
riak your life in that old tumble-down place v.nder,
wben there is B >?ood tavern in Olenfall, kept by such
kind people as Higgins and his wife."

"l.'jbuta 1 *htill not chooao to explain my naBQM
to yon, aa I can aee no rigbttha* you have to demand
th. in. Will yon niove, orBball I cross the etreara on

the TO*ks bel*>w?
" Tbat would be abont as ventureaome aa thia otber

f.jlIv,"coolly replied the woman: "for the rockr are

covl-red with vatyet. which is slippery as tlie path of
life, and yon'd be lik«dy to kaaaa out the few brains
nature gave you on some of tht uo jairged pointu, which
have run red with hlood befoi* to-day. Are yon tired
of life, young mnn, that yon wiah to riak itfor nothing
l.nt the gratinca'ioD of a wbim ?"
" Tired of life noindeed; mine is full of hope for

the futore, and eujoyment in the present. Look at my
elaKtio frame. my heulthy cheek, and bearken ta mv

chcetful voire. Do any of these bear witnesa to weari-
ncaa of that grtat boon.life I"
" You've a sonnd body, tenanted by a very nuKiund

mind, then," retorted tbe crone, " or yon would uever
think of restina beneath the roof haunted by the fell
avengsrs of blootl. Youoir man, voa may not brflieve
in tbe tupenatural; but I bid you beware of again en-

tering ihe U-uiiox cottage, if you wiah to take away
from thia valley the lu/ht beai-t and anUrnialicd narae
with which you entored it."
"Tuah, old woman' JSe.k aome more credulous

peraon on whom you may impot.<> by thia pretence of
second siyht. 1 give no heed to waruings of such a
nature. Let me i>a»n! I bave heard enoagh !"
" You woa't rn-'lieve me; then," ahe flaid, with a

wcary desperation in her vo;. e. " You will go on the
path ol'danger, though you are wained ofthe fatal
fonscqutiice*. Now li^ten to m**, and ifyon ran, give
faith to my pailmg words. If vou pereistin ocenpyingIhe hauiiiefl house, you will eitner uever leavo it aiive,
or you will .any with yon from ita walls a miserable
torrow. which will clingto you tothe last hour ofyour
life ! You will mockingly a?k me how I know tlr.a. 1
«annot tell; but still the knowledge of it ia wilb me
and if yon a»k the people in fjlenfatt, they will tell yon
that old lit tty liaine always firetel's that which comea
to pu»s. Now tuke or reftue the warning, as you may
think beit."
Aa ahe tiniahed speakin^-, ahe arose slowly, moved to

one side, and made way for Arden to pa.-*a. He p.ina.-d
a moment before doing ao, and distkinfuliy eaid:

" lt seema very aingular to me that aucb elt'orta are
made to prevent me from following up this faucy of
mine. Wbo sent yon to wujlay me thua, and procfaiui
your evil piophecies >."

" llie apirit tbat is within me warned meto come to
*aa by no mortal'a command did I come 1 have l_. t u
aent here by a higl'er power than SBght of eaefh, to ro-
vcul to you the roneequenee. of you- folly If you per-
siet iu guing to the cottage bnt no hun.an voice aeut
me on ihe gic.-n path where you were to be found."
Arden laughed in acorn at thia re.">ly, und the crone

shook her finger mcnacin^ly towant him us she eaid:
" 'The fooliah eeeth not hiaowu folly.' araeaaid

leag aao, and it is aa true now ua when* it wua firat
Uttered. l!o.I deliver y.m over to tha mercy of thi
evil epirite who rule your iute. Whr.ii thev hava dealt
with you I will look on vou again, eilher life or in
dealt !"
Mie hobMed away with the aid ofa crutch. and the

young man went or. hia way, more obstuiately deter-
mined than ever t» follow out thepl-ui which seemed
to arom-e auch oppo?i_ion. BackkN darini,' wi-.s the
I idinx trait in hi-. h iracter, and an utter diabelief in
thcsupiinutfupal «avehim u more vivid cott. n.pt for
the wurniugs he bad received thau they par! B| 1 de>
terved. In spite of the reuewed remoufltraucc-i oi'the
favein-kecfer and bi* wife, Arden remalned lirm to
hia jiiirpore to jiaia the cciuing nij/'it uf tho hBBBBai
bcQie; aud a cot bediiteu^, hid artiata chair, and a
anial) table were conv*>yed to the room with t'ae bay
window, together witb u lamp and bia painting mutert-
itls. O.'d Jeny axeiated Arden to arrauge them, but no
itirlucsmettt conld beotleied himto remam ufter tho sun
hi d smk over tbe western hillrt. Tbe ehaerfal li/lit <f
lhat iumimiry se« roed lo tbe bo.ri/ai' u tu- ir iaianaa of
the mulice ot tbe house fiends who uvuik-d thtUHjives
of tbe nicl't and darkneea to work out theii evil pur-
pojea; ar.d, with many magiviugs, Jerry left the
toom^eona atranuer alone.
Arden walked about the vard uutil the atara were

gl ttering in mjri&ds in the rloudless a/ure of thu
i.eareua, ui..l thonght lhat pfeht had Lcvcr '-.un so

lov»-ly before. He wua relnctint t*. ret'Qter tl.e house.
thooi/h he fa-lt no dreud of ilf uuearllily inmaf*?8.and
he bfelieved he bad taken every precautiou againat the
Intrnaion of more aubatantinl onea, by placinur strong
ias'enini^s on the door leading from the room hc in-
tcntVd to oecupy.
At leugth ht rcmembered that he must writo to bia

. oiiein that night, that bis letur might be sent on the
raorrow; for,in that aeclnded place, tbe mail waa only
aent out twice in the couise of tiie woek T _. couaia
wua the only near friend that he claimed ou eartb; tlve
two youuK men had beeu reared by a bach. lor tin.ile,who liad rccently died, ard left thon, r..- fai as theyknew to the lontrury, without another relatl.e in the
I'liitciStiit. ¦] dietaiit.- >neinathev claimodin Knijlaud,but no iutercotirae had ever been held with them.

Iry tbe dini li«ht of tlio ein«le lamp, the Un<e room
lookod dreary uid <1. r >|.i.«* enongh; but Ar.len wou
tuned his thoughts completely from hia aarl-miaiima,
und lixed them BBBB the page bafore bim. With a
nitiid hand Le wrotc. Aiter giving uu BOCOUBl o. tho
old ruin, the superatitioas fear with whi.h ii w.iare-
gatda., und hia own aeheaaa, ho., hc aaid:

" Kred( I wonld not exchiiti:;.' mv paaei*.nnt. I<>v>> mt
i iv heautifiil art ttt the uioel bnlliant foriune earth
laii.iil't-i, Ibarafota you ure wela-aM totliti woridly
weulih wbicb I eaaa theiuhl woold be aqaaUj ohared
between iih.

" Hy this time the ha__Mm ivlalive tfl the a. ttlen ont
ofoai uin-le'a aatala ia complataa, and paahavaaoma
into pomtmltl al the handeome iortune he left.
Beacefott-b jou cuu puraueyonrinvostiguttoiiB withou
r.yaid toexpense, and thia ia liest for ujjboth, .itUr
all. Vou raqu-pa ihla mOWtf to follow tho only purmi
in wbiah you can lind happineaa; while I only need
ciai..I hcul'h, a liahl hearl und u aktllful hand to ac.om
jilith thnt lor WM* h ratnre .leai^i.e.l m«« from ihn hifth*
We huve ditieient patbs u^-.gued us, and we uiu»i act
uccorditiK'y mv un.-le felt tbia. uud eo made the dilTer*
eme in our iuneriluu.e. whi.h some of our Irien.la
thonght ao mj'iat. Vou know that 1 hive not ahared
in (his freing, ftti, but felt dad that t" you had bBM
atTOa live u.eana oipi.~'< k§ lhachiiaer-lhat haatakea

aii.h rooted poaeaaaioii of ravaoal] tm I know Hut
only iu following up tbe tiu'nr.i! b«nt of tha aahad o-_o
I appine«» bo fomd. But yi- muat retaember, d-a-
Fred, tbat I never can belie«e in your linding oot the
leaaetef laiaaag tbe beaea m«tala into gold.
" Kince I bive been ber* I have been asaed aaacy

times if I <_n tike daguerreotj paa; imd it _uV!OC7<irr«.
to me. tbat by givipg a fcw houra every day to that
b.arch of art I can pay aay expenaea, and atill reeerre
many bonre of lei. ure for puniuUa more eosgen-al to
my taate. fliing me aa inatrnment for taking tbem, of
tbe very be.t quality, and auch materiala as I may
need.
" I have made the aequai_t_nce of the mo-at import¬

ant ruiiii iu the village, who ha* e.\preaaed 8 d«e>re lhat
I ehonld ptiint tbe poitrtlt uf bia daug.ter. I bave not
aemthe jounir lady, but the father ia aot exeTtly u>
my tuKte. He. haa been tbe architect of bia own f.r-
tnne, and it aeema etninge to rae that a praOed ro .i

of the world ahould profeaa to aliare tba c,__m rniper-
etitioo of tbe conutry pcoplo with regard to tbia bor.ae
being haunted. There ia aome game going on here. I
rbaJJ write no more, aa I expect yon aa aoon aa you
can pack BB and joio me. Truly yoera,* ' "HABBTAr-Ofl."

a

CHAPTKB V.
AH .VACCO-NTABI.K rilB50M_SO>.

Wearied by the exertiona of the day. Arden at lenjrth
threw him»clf npon hia bed, and for several houra alept,
heavily. He left hia lamp bnrning, and hia* letter open
< n tlie talJe; for in apite of the eflbrte made to -B-bh
e'ate him, he waa feaileaa of intruaion ln that aee.i-ded

pot, and he hud no thought that any ey« aave hia own
would reit upon tbe lines he had traced.
Before lying down, he exaa-ined the atrong tolta be

hud himr-elf jmt opon tha d«>or, and aaw that they ware
in place. The wLudow-B on the aide of tbe room, by
long mianae, were ao fiimly irabedded in their framea
tbatitwuB iinpoeeible to move thetBi and thebay
window, whieh let in air and light, ovarhnag the
Btrearo in auch a manner that any one wbo atten:p«ed
to enter the room through f would riak -Bliicg up^n
the rocka below, and being daahed to pieeee.
Tbua in fancied eecurity from mtr-aion, theyoi.ng

advt nt urer a'ept deeply for many honij. > o dreama
viaited hia pillow, but after the weary fraae hed aafl-
cicntly mted, the mind bepan V> play atrange aatica
and the nervoua aenaihiHtiea to ebadow for_h 8 weird
viaion which poeeeaeed aU the vividiieea of ro-J-ty.
Arden waa conraioue tba. he lay motionleae up m nu»

coucb. und raw by the nickering Tlght of theaxp-nng
lamp a Ull fignre rfanding over him, and wav.ng fr.e

hand in 8 very myatarioua uiannar over b-abrow. A

.eneatiou of -oolneea appearedto follow thene bbo-iot-',
aud a apeciea of dreary languor titole over Ha i*_a-«.

Hia body secmed to loto i's m-ndane 'tuaaU-a, and

lloatawayin apaee, with a senr-. of d«liOe.H-* eui<>y-
ment auch aa he imagined nn* be felt by tLsembodic-I
epirita wben firat eonsciona of belutf freed Irom tbe

eloiv of mortality TDen he eeemed to aoar upward,
and look down mto tbe d-solate room, traaa:oraoed
into a tcmple of taate aud eleganoe. The walla were
covered with gilded v roll work, encloaing medalh. ne.

lillcd with picturex ol scr>uoaa beauty. Tbe rio-.'
glowed with flowere of hrilliant dyea, *--. tered over

the pale a.nre groundwork of a ricn ctrpet. Heavily
carvtd furniture stcod againat the walla. and iu l_e
decp receae of tbe curtained window aal _, Bft-ghly,
baid-looking man, exa_-i___g a bundie of papera.
I'pon his foalurea waa au -Xpreeaion of gloomr ub-
atracticn, and hia thiu lipe vv.re coinpresseu witn an

expreieion of iron determination. Hia dreee waa of tia.
faehion of a past day, and bU gray hair waa dra ru
back from the lofty brow and braided iuto a cae be-
hind. His coat waa of dark ve'.vet, and r__r!e«. ef deli-
cate late fell over hia slender, a_*_rtocrati--I_ob:ng
hande. On the left one wa-: worn a ring coot*i_iag a

large diamond of -m-.-'iliT loatar. aud. aa 'he hnni n al
bore it ruoved aervoaah cmoLg tbe papers, tbe 'ir-a-i.-
er particularly noti^ed tbe antique eetting tt __b
It waa a wnle ciiclet of ma8«ve gold, ou wh.:h -

wreaih of forg' t-me-nett were exquimlely eutmeiel.
Suddenly a liguie, wh.'eentrancahe had not ob-

aerved can e gliningover the floor with noiaeleaa ire^d
he drew near the reader, aud lookad over hii ahoulder.
Aa he thua leaned forward, hia dark, atrongly _____er.
I'eatureB atemed to glow with ____ig_-_atp-__nc__ Toe
new e-cmer waa a yonng man of powerful fraaie, __1
hia dreaa waa of a dill'erent era from that worn by tbe
elder one; it waa aleo of coaraer textore aad more

rlovenly make, and hia dark hair waa cut ehort to h-»
hoad.

After a few moments, he -dowly raiaed hia hind until
it waa fixed above tbe t-houlder of the abeorbed reader;
then making a ewift plunge, he sei/ed the paeera, Mi-
,iropbar,_lv held them aloft. and waved the_ ao:ve his
bead. The old man Btartea np, and a fieroa atrug^eenaur-d.no eouLd waa nt ered, though the lipe cf Dae
two m< vr d ae if they were bitterly reviling ea.'h otber.
Tle robber bore otl the papere, leaving hta falher, for
such tbe reaemhlaneo between the two proclaimea h__a
to te, lying stunned and bruised upon toe floer.
Arden ouuly aaw two otber figuree flituog aroi.id

tbe old man wbo aeemed to raiae him up and enieavv
to reatore him to con-cioueriea«; but hia viaion aeemed
to be violently luxi.ed from tbem and compeUed to foi
low the movementa ofthe elder brother.
By aome incomprehenaible power, without vaifeha.

of hia own, he paaaed iu Bpirit from Uiat room to the m-
tagon one, and aaw the dark-browed m*n eagerly ex
nmine the re<*orda he bad ao violently appropnated,
and then aearrh for a sate apot in wbich to coneeal
them.
Beyond tLia the \'mou -eemed broken into eonfuiwj,!

fragmente. He waa conscious of a violent etfoit on hi4
own part to discover iu what epojthe purloin* r «,>¦
cealed tbe papera, but h:.-. stalwart form aeemed sui-
denly to fade inio dimn-aa, and the dreamer ouly be*
held him again witb distinctn.sa ae he iaaued ir-im tba
door of the room with an expreaaion of ____-gn_nt tri-
umph on hia face.

ile waa met there by hia two brethran, and again a
fierce pantomime was act«d, in which ttus time .*ie dri
not come off conqnemr. Tbe atrnggle waa ende-i tythe p-le fathcr tottering among tnem aad throwing
his feeble body between the combatante. Again tbe
fi^nrea tloattd dimly b-fore the mind of the aleeper,
and be waa ct.n_.ioua tliat bia miud waa for-ed to re¬
turn to tbe doomed room.to roam around the walla
in aearch of a clne to the apot in wbich the abetracieU
deeda had been concealed, and a thrill of angry diaap-
po>ntment paaaed through him at each faUunj.
A audden blow waa tnen dealt upon t te aide of hi.

head, and the dreamer la* in ntter unconaciou^neae for
many bouia arterwa;-d. \S neu he at laat arouaed him-
aelf from tbia condition, the ann waa ahi__ng cteer-
fully in the window, and on looking around he aaw
no change in any part of the room. There waa a s-n-

gular achuig diL-uje-a abont bia beid, but tbia waa ia
a mcaanre relievtd by ba'hing in oold water; he eaeily
hci otii.ted for tbat by snppo*img tbat his late axpo-'-re
to tbe dump air raing from tbe waterfall, on toe pre¬
vioua ni^ht. had given him a aWht oold.
Ibe Mvid dream which had flitted thre>ugh h.i train

eame back to bim, and he half emiled aa he thought
thia was ro< relv the resalt of tbe taiee he had Letene-i
to 808888888. g 0>e cottage. He began to indulge a feel-
ing of conttmpt for those who had thua t-ttouipted to
play npon hia teara, and an emotion of aclf-gratulatioalhat he bad been deaf to tbem all, for tie acene on
whit-h hia eyea rested, bathed in tne cletr hgbt "f
morning. waa one calcul-ted te till hia arti_>l aaul with
doMglit.

\\ ith wrapt viaion the eye of Arden roved over tbe
uniet vailey and follow.d tbe graceful undaUtiona ot
tne ri-ing minta.it elow'y evs.pt upward from tbe
hill-idea like clou.is of in< on<-e to the god of day. Tba
biidri were uliing the air with their mclody.and tbe
aaap BBdaal.B8 of tlie filling water formed a fit an-
thi m for llie heavenly moruing on wbch the _rt <
ga/ed.
The impiilve to aketch the aoane aeued him. arui he

tnnied rajudly toward hia table. Drawing it forward
to the rigtit poaition he waa about to take up bia port
folio, wheu aomethiug he aaw ibere cau-ed -tun to e__rt
back und I'huago eolor. Tjion the open letter aahad
left there toe night btrtore lay a etrip tt y**per oa

wbich a few line« were ecrnwled in an almo*: il^gibla
haid. With atrange perplextty Arden hfted m, and
read this waniing:. , ,
" You thought yoanmlf s:ife, becauee Sil's dafenied

your dtwr. und the oulv acc_.-lble wiudow overh-Uiga
a pn-cipii-e. How eaei'ly I might have killed yea ae

vou alept' butl-oit'ore from eouaidentUooa for your
vouth und daiing. I commandyou to leave thua booea

"forthwith, and il you value life or pea-e of MlBi, you
will obey; a aecond time be ai my mercy, au 1 y . tr_i

uot bo liithlly t)«<ape." ,

There wa* uo eignature, and Arden ex_-u__ed tae

wriling in k ntato of tremulina excitement ae woald
not have caied to aeknow.'- )ge. Af er ali h.a precau-
lioM h.id ho really lain at the mercy of a nov*uraal vj*-

ter, who migl.1 be actua'Aid by motivoa ot d-aily noa-

lility toward ihe Ik.1.1 tavuder of hia haunted !*t\.in_

The ab-ve L* all <>i thie atory that will be Duh_*r;e4
in onr colutnne. WV j(iva thia aa a sampK rb«
oatinnaaeeof it ftoaa *bn.< it baaaaaf bere c*u bo
otind ouly ia the New¦ York l_dgar, tha grea', ftUL'Ay
aper, to whieh tlie moat pop-J-.- writar- ta the couu-

'
a l :. a* . au .i ur a I «K_a __e_-a_M

rv e.-iitiiouin, ai.d wti.h i. for aale at all ihe atorea

lu.tightut the city aue c-uno-y wharo l-ij^ra are

.old. Keouemb-r aud aak for tbe New-York l^iger

. f March _, whitb will be i-ady oa Mou_y, and ta ii

\ou will rind the continua'ion of the atory from where
t hnvea off bere. If you cunnot get a eapy a; aay

I oeh-ateee, the t»ibl,.hvr vt the l.*og.-r a. il mail yoe
een il yon will ae-d bim five oanta in a lafer.
The I^.^ger ia muileJ to eubfjeribare at #?B y*-f» 0*"

tvso i-..pi«i ior f-k Addirsa your laUar W K <r»
Hiiintr, publiahtr, No. IA Aiin-at., New-.ork. Ii "*

tbe aadaoateal aad l)-*t lamily paper ia tbe« "»*.."_
id.giiiiily illuilrated, and cb-trecterixed by a bigB
mor_l t-ne. lu preaent . in ulatioa la over four Uu»
dred thour-and copiea, which ia tbe baa: eridaa^a #8

can gi>v "t ile uterila.


